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Case 321 

Platanista Wagler, 1830 (Mammalia, Cetacea): proposed conservation 

Dale W. Rice 

National Marine Mammal Laboratory, 7600 Sand Point Way , Building 4, 
Seattle, Washington 98115, U.S.A. 


Abstract. The purpose of this application is the conservation of the generic name 
Platanista Wagler, 1830, of the blind Ganges dolphin by the suppression of the unused 
senior objective synonym Susu Lesson, 1828. 


1. Lesson (1828, p. 212) gave the vernacular name ‘Sousou’ for the Ganges dolphin, 
including the species k Sousou plataniste (Delphinus gaugeticus Lebeck)’. However, in 
the index (p. 440) and in the caption to plate 3, figure 3, he also used the Latin names 
Susu and S. platanista and so these names are available, Hershkovitz (1961, p. 554) 
pointed out that Susu Lesson, 1828 (type species by monotypy Susu platanista Lesson, 
1828 = D. gangeticus Roxburgh, 1801) is a senior objective synonym of Platanista 
Wagler, 1830, but Susu does not appear to have been used by any authors other than 
Hershkovitz (1966) in the last hundred years. 

2. Wagler (1830, p. 35) proposed the name Platanista, type species by monotypy 
Delphinus gangeticus Lebeck, 1801 ( = D. gangeticus Roxburgh, 1801), overlooking the 
Lesson (1828) name. Platanista has been in universal use for the Ganges dolphin since 
at least 1878. A representative list of references is held by the Commission Secretariat. 
It is also the type genus of the family platanistidae Gray, 1863 (treated as the super¬ 
family platanistoidea by Simpson (1945)). 

3. Substitution of the name Susu for Platanista would upset the long standing 
nomenclatural stability. 

4. The I nternational Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly asked: 

(1) to use its plenary powers to suppress the generic name Susu Lesson, 1828 for 
the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of the Principle of 
Homonymy; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Platanista 
Wagler, 1830 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Delphinus gangeticus 
Roxburgh, 1801; 

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the name gangeticus 
Roxburgh, 1801 (specific name of the type species of Platanista Wagler, 1830); 

(4) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology 
the name Susu Lesson, 1828, as suppressed in (1) above. 
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